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Copyright Notice  

PHP License Manager Pro Installation Guide 
© Copyright 2008 Stratabase. All rights reserved.  

Stratabase has copyright ownership of the PHP License Manager Pro application and other 
software related materials. This manual may not, in whole or in part, be copied, photocopied, 
reproduced, translated, or reduced to any electronic medium or machine-readable form without 
prior consent, in writing, from Stratabase.  

All Stratabase software is licensed in accordance with the terms and conditions of the purchase, 
lease, or license agreement by which this software product was acquired. No ownership of 
Stratabase software products is transferable. Law prohibits the use of this software beyond the 
terms of one or more of the aforementioned agreements, without the written consent of 
Stratabase.  

Microsoft, Windows and Internet Explorer are either registered trademarks or trademarks of 
Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries.    
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INSTALLING PHP LICENSE MANAGER PRO 

 
Congratulations on choosing PHP License Manager Pro for software distribution needs.  PHP 
License Manager Pro allows you to ensure that your software  

Pre-installation Checklist  

Before installing PHP License Manager Pro, ensure you have the following software installed on 
your server:  

 

Apache 1.3.x or 2.x (http://www.apache.org) 

 

PHP 4.1.0 or better (http://www.php.net) 

 

MySQL 3.x or 4.x (http://www.mysql.com) 

 

phpMyAdmin (http://www.phpmyadmin.net) -- optional  

Windows users: Please download and install EasyPHP 1.8 from the following URL: 
http://www.easyphp.org/telechargements.php3  

EasyPHP 1.8 contains Apache 1.3.33, PHP 4.3.10, MySQL 4.1.9 and phpMyAdmin 2.6.1.  
EasyPHP does not have to be installed if you already have Apache, PHP and MySQL installed on 
your Windows server.  However, this guide assumes that you have EasyPHP 1.8 installed (in 
C:\Program Files\EasyPHP1-8) if you are installing PHP License Manager Pro on a Windows 
server.    

Linux users: this guide assumes that you have Red Hat Linux, RHEL, or Fedora installed.  
Instructions for other Linux distributions may vary.  

This guide assumes basic Windows or Linux skills. 

Extracting PHP License Manager Pro  

Once you have downloaded PHP License Manager Pro, you will need to extract the downloaded 
archive to a directory your web server.   

Linux:  

Extract the PHP License Manager Pro archive to your web root.  eg. /var/www/html/phplicense 
Extract using tar -zxvf phplicensepro-X.X.tar.gz; where X.X is the version number.  

Windows:  

Extract the PHP License Manager Pro archive to the following path using WinZip or a similar tool: 
C:\Program Files\EasyPHP1-8\www\phplicense  

http://www.apache.org
http://www.php.net
http://www.mysql.com
http://www.phpmyadmin.net
http://www.easyphp.org/telechargements.php3
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Checking the System Configuration  

We recommend that you run the PHP License Manager Pro Web Installer on your system.  It is 
located in the install folder of the PHP License Manager Pro installation and is called install.php.   
You can start the PHP License Manager Pro by opening your web browser and then browsing to 
the following URL: http://www.yourhost.com/phplicense/install; www.yourhost.com should be 
replaced with your web host.  phplicense should be replaced with the path used during 
installation.  

Once the PHP License Manager Pro Web Installer loads, you will be presented with the following:   

  

If any item is in a red font color, then it should be corrected before continuing.  If any changes are 
made to your system configuration, refresh the page in your browser so that you are viewing the 
most current version.  As shown in the above example, PHP License Manager Pro will work with 
PHP Register Globals set to on or off.  However, we recommend the setting PHP Register 
Globals to ‘off’ for security.  

Once all changes are acceptable, the Continue button will be clickable.  

http://www.yourhost.com/phplicense/install
http://www.yourhost.com
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Installing the ionCube Loader  

PHP License Manager Pro is encoded using proprietary ionCube technology.  In order for PHP 
License Manager Pro to run on your server, the ionCube PHP loader must be installed.  Although 
the ionCube loaders can be dynamically loaded by PHP License Manager Pro for Linux 
installations, we recommend that you install the ionCube loaders on your system permanently 
(can be removed later, if needed) for optimal performance. Under safe-mode PHP (or if PHP 
dynamic loading is disabled) or Windows, you must install the ionCube loader.  

Installing the ionCube loader for your PHP version and operating system does not affect any 
other PHP software that is installed.  PHP scripts encoded with ionCube technology are 
automatically detected and processed by the ionCube Loader.  Other PHP scripts are processed 
normally.  

Windows users: Please ensure that EasyPHP is running.  There should be an ‘e’ with a blinking 
red dot in your Windows system tray.  If not, try starting EasyPHP by clicking Start, All Programs, 
EasyPHP and finally EasyPHP.  

Step 1 – Determine the path to php.ini  

Linux:  

From the PHP License Manager Pro Web Installer, note the path immediately after Path to 
php.ini.  In our example, it is /usr/local/lib/php.ini  

Windows: 
php.ini will be located in the following directory: C:\Program Files\EasyPHP1-8\php  

Step 2 – Determine the version of PHP installed  

Linux:  

From the PHP License Manager Pro Web Installer, note the text immediately after PHP Version 
and PHP Extensions Directory.  In our example, the PHP version is 4.4.2.  We are only interested 
in the major version: 4.4.  In our example, the path to the PHP extensions directory is: 
/usr/local/lib/php/extensions  

Windows:  

If you are running EasyPHP 1.8, the version of PHP installed is 4.3.10 and the path to the 
extensions folder is C:\Program Files\EasyPHP1-8\php\extensions\.  We are only interested in the 
first two digits: 4.3.  

Step 3 – Install the ionCube Loaders  

For your convenience, we have bundled the ionCube loaders for Linux (x86 32-bit) and Windows 
in the downloaded archive.  They reside in the ioncube folder.  

Alternatively, you can browse to http://www.ioncube.com/loaders.php and download the correct 
ionCube loaders for your operating system.  

Copy the loaders in the ioncube folder (or from the downloaded archive) to the PHP extensions 
directory:   

http://www.ioncube.com/loaders.php
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Linux:  

Change into the directory containing the ionCube loaders. 
# cd /www/htdocs/phplicense/ioncube  

Now copy the ionCube loaders to the PHP extensions directory: 
# cp * /usr/local/lib/php/extensions/  

Windows:  

Browse into the directory where you extracted PHP License Manager Pro and double-click on the 
ioncube folder. Select all the files in the ioncube folder and copy them to your PHP extensions 
folder: C:\Program Files\EasyPHP1-8\php\extensions\  

Note: The PHP License Manager Pro Web Installer will indicate the exact filename of the ionCube 
loader that PHP License Manager Pro requires.  

Step 4 – Edit php.ini  

Linux:  

# vi /usr/local/lib/php.ini  

/usr/local/lib should be replaced with the path to php.ini on your system (as determined in a 
previous step).  

Windows:  

i. Double-click on the EasyPHP icon in your system tray. 
ii. Click the ‘e’ immediately to the left of the Apache button. 
iii. Click Configuration and then PHP.  php.ini should load in a text editor.  

2. Scroll down php.ini and find the section entitled Dynamic Extensions.  

Linux:  

Scroll down by holding down Control and F on your keyboard simultaneously.  If you scroll too far 
forward, scroll back by holding down the Control and B keys simultaneously.  

Press i on your keyboard to enter Insert mode, and type this line into the file on a separate line 
(may vary – see output from the PHP License Manager Pro Web Installer for the exact filename 
the ionCube loader requires):  

zend_extension = /path/to/ioncube_loader_lin_4.4.so  

Replace /path/to with your PHP extensions directory.  eg. /usr/lib/php4 
Replace 4.4 with the major version of PHP installed on your server.   

Windows:  

zend_extension_ts = "C:/Program Files/EasyPHP1-8/php/extensions/ioncube_loader_win_4.3.dll"  
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Be careful in entering the slashes – PHP expects UNIX-style forward-slashes.  The exact file the 
system requires will be reported by the PHP License Manager Pro Web Installer.  

Linux:  

Exit your text editor.  In vi, press Esc on your keyboard, then type a colon (:), followed by the 
characters wq.  These commands tell the vi editor to write the file and then exit.  

Windows:  

Save the file using File and then Save, and then close the text editor.  

Step 5 – Restart your web server  

Restart your web server to ensure that the ionCube loader extension was loaded.  

Linux:  

# service httpd restart  

Windows:  

  

1. Ensure that EasyPHP is running and in focus. 
2. Click Apache and then select Stop. 
3. Click Apache and then select Start.  

Step 6 – Test the installation  

Open your web browser and enter the URL to the PHP License Manager Pro Web Installer.  

eg. http://www.yourhost.com/phplicense/install/  

http://www.yourhost.com/phplicense/install/
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The text immediately beside ioncube Loader should now read Installed.  If it doesn’t read 
Installed¸ you may need to verify that the ionCube loaders were copied to the PHP extensions 
directory correctly and that the ionCube loader installed matches the version of PHP on your 
system.  If you are using dynamic loading, ensure the ionCube loaders reside in the ioncube sub-
folder of directory where you extracted PHP License Manager Pro.  

If you need additional help, contact our support team using the contact form on our web site 
(https://www.relata.com/).  Include the version of the operating system you are running and also 
the version of PHP on your server.  It’s best to copy and paste the output from the PHP License 
Manager Pro Web Installer so nothing important is missing for us to diagnose the problem.  

http://www.relata.com/
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CONFIGURING PHP LICENSE MANAGER PRO 

 
Once the ionCube loaders have been installed (or dynamically loaded) on your system, you can 
start configuring PHP License Manager Pro.  

Step 1 – Configure database and administrative user  

Execute the PHP License Manager Pro Web Installer in the install directory.  It will create the 
PHP License Manager Pro database and tables automatically.  Additionally, it will create the 
configuration file necessary for the application to connect to the database.  

Once the PHP License Manager Pro Web Installer is complete, you are ready to configure PHP 
License Manager Pro.  

Step 2 – Login  

Load the PHP License Manager Pro URL in your browser.   
Eg. http://www.yourhost.com/phplicense/server/admin/login.php  

You will be presented with the PHP License Manager Pro login page:  

  

Login using the login credentials you specified when you executed the PHP License Manager Pro 
Web Installer.  

In the event that you forget your password, you can use the reset password functionality on the 
login page.  Before using the reset password functionality, ensure that your SMTP server is 
running or configured in php.ini.  

Upon logging into the PHP License Manager Pro control panel, a version check is performed and 
you may be prompted to upgrade to the latest version.  

Step 3 – Configure client settings  

Upon logging into the PHP License Manager Pro control panel, you will be able to view usage 
statistics, edit your login credentials, specify the default licensing policy for clients, modify license 

http://www.yourhost.com/phplicense/server/admin/login.php
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preferences for various clients and view client usage logs. 
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Usage Stats  

  

Upon clicking the Usage Stats (default tab), you can determine the following:  

 

Total clients; the total number of registered clients 

 

Active clients; those that are not expired or suspended 

 

Expired clients; clients that are at the end of their trial period 

 

Suspended clients; clients that have been forced to upgrade 

 

Clients today; the total number of clients that connected to your server today 

 

Product launches today; the total number of product launches today 

 

Total product launches; the total number of product launches (all inclusive)                
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Login Prefs  

  

Upon clicking the Login Prefs tab, you can change your login credentials.  You may change your 
password and e-mail address.  Your login ID cannot be modified.
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Default Policy  

  

Upon clicking the Default Policy tab, you can edit the default licensing policy that is pushed to 
new clients.  New clients will be subject to changes in the default licensing policy once they 
connect to your server.  

There are four client restrictions:  

 

Free for now 

 

Time-limited trial 

 

Use-limited trial 

 

Forced upgrade  

In addition, each client can be locked to the IP address they activate from using the ‘Bind to IP 
address’ option.  

The free for now option allows clients to have full, unrestricted access to the application they are 
evaluating.  

The time-limited trial option allows clients to have full access to the application they are 
evaluating, but are subject to upgrade after a specified time period.  The default time period is 30 
days, but is selectable from 1 to 120 days.  In addition, an upgrade message and URL can be 
specified for the client.  

The use-limited trial option allows clients to have full access to the application they are 
evaluating, but are subject to upgrade after a specified number of uses.  The default policy is 30 
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uses, but is selectable from 1 to 120 uses.  In addition, an upgrade message and URL can be 
specified for the client.  

The default upgrade message is: Sorry, unable to continue. The trial period for this software has 
expired.  

The default upgrade URL is: http://www.domain.tld/upgrade.php.  It should be changed to an 
upgrade URL on your server.  

The forced upgrade option forces clients to upgrade immediately.  An upgrade message and URL 
can be specified for the client.  

http://www.domain.tld/upgrade.php
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Client Prefs  

  

Upon clicking the Client Prefs tab, you can override the default licensing policy restrictions for a 
client.  

To edit the licensing policy restrictions, select a client from the list of clients.  The ‘1’ denotes the 
client number, the next number denotes the IP address the client connected from and the number 
in parentheses represents the number of times the client has connected to your server.  

There are four client restrictions:  

 

Free for now 

 

Time-limited trial 

 

Use-limited trial 

 

Forced upgrade  

In addition, each client can be locked to the IP address they activate from using the ‘Bind to IP 
address’ option.  

The free for now option allows clients to have full, unrestricted access to the application they are 
evaluating.  

The time-limited trial option allows clients to have full access to the application they are 
evaluating, but are subject to upgrade after a specified time period.  The default time period is 30 
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days, but is selectable from 1 to 120 days.  In addition, an upgrade message and URL can be 
specified for the client.  

The use-limited trial option allows clients to have full access to the application they are 
evaluating, but are subject to upgrade after a specified number of uses.  The default policy is 30 
uses, but is selectable from 1 to 120 uses.  In addition, an upgrade message and URL can be 
specified for the client.  

The default upgrade message is: Sorry, unable to continue. The trial period for this software has 
expired.  

The default upgrade URL is: http://www.domain.tld/upgrade.php.  It should be changed to an 
upgrade URL on your server.  

The forced upgrade option forces clients to upgrade immediately.  An upgrade message and URL 
can be specified for the client.  

In the example above, a client with the IP address 192.168.1.4 is set to use the time-limited trial 
policy.  In particular, the licensing policy enforces a license expiry date 30 days in the future.  In 
addition, an upgrade message and upgrade URL has been defined. 

http://www.domain.tld/upgrade.php
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Client Logs  

  

Upon clicking the Client Logs tab, you can view client access logs.  Client access logs help 
determine clients using your software most extensively.  

To view client access logs, select a client from the list of clients.  The ‘1’ denotes the client 
number, the next number denotes the IP address the client connected from and the number in 
parentheses represents the number of times the client has connected to your server. 
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PayPal Prefs  


